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The aim of this storybook 

The aim of this storybook is to help children understand the fundamental principles and values 
of the European Union in an interesting and easy-to-understand manner. 
 
Developed on the motto of the European Union, ‘United in Diversity’, the introductory story 
shows that different animals can live together, treat each other well, and stick together through 
thick and thin. The story leads the children to understand that, on a much larger scale, this is 
what happens in the European Union. Although different, EU countries can work together, strive 
towards common aims, and overcome the difficulties they face. Ultimately, big countries and 
small countries alike can improve and progress together. 
 
Through the introductory story, children will appreciate that they are citizens of a unique Union 
of many countries. Way back in 1957, the leaders of six countries realised that Europe could not 
prosper without unity, cooperation and peace among them. History has shown that the European 
Union project has been a great success. It has delivered more than 50 years of peace, stability and 
prosperity, and has helped raise the living standards of its citizens. The original six countries have 
become twenty-seven, today known as the Member States of the European Union. What began as 
a purely economic union has evolved into an organisation spanning many different policy areas, 
from climate, environment and health, to external relations and security, justice and migration. A 
name change from ‘European Economic Community’ to ‘European Union’ in 1993 reflected this.

Various geographic, historical and cultural factors have contributed to forging a European identity 
based on shared historical links and common goals and values - but without cancelling out the 
unique national identities of the individual members, with their own culture, traditions, history 
and language.

This does not mean that there are no difficulties and challenges. Some of the more pressing 
challenges involve immigration, the environment, solidarity, cross-border health threats, inability 
of some countries to keep to common aims and targets, different systems of governance, security. 

If they are exploited to seek common solutions through dialogue and consensus, these challenges 
can serve as opportunities rather than threats. The animals in the story show that by working 
together we can achieve more and recognise every individual’s strengths and embrace them.

In spite of various challenges and limitations, the future of the European Union can still be built 
by its citizens who are active in practising and sharing the common values of respect for human 
dignity, the environment, equality, freedom, solidarity, democracy and the rule of law. 

European citizens can build a better and stronger future, not by building walls but by building 
bridges that bind them together to help them find common solutions. 
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Helping children to learn about the European Union  

The following questions are intended as guidance for educators to help students understand 
better how the European Union works.   

These questions shall serve only as a guide. Teachers can adapt these questions to the levels, 
abilities and skills of their students. 

The first two sets of questions should serve to lead to the third set of questions on the EU.

The Animals 
• Name the animals in the story
• How do they move from one place to 

another?  
• What do they eat? 
• How is their home? 
• What is their colour? 
• What are the dangers that they might face?
• How did they help each other when they 

were faced with a common problem?
• How did they manage to find a solution to 

the problem faced by the rabbit?

The tree
• The animals live around the oak tree. What 

makes a tree? (roots, trunk, branches, 
leaves) What is the function of each part of 
the tree? Why do we need trees? 

The European Union   
- What is the European Union? 
- Why is it called a Union? 
- How many countries form the European 

Union? 
- Can you name any of them?
- Which is the largest country by area? 
- Which of them is the smallest? 
- Can you spot Malta on the map of 

Europe?
- Do you know what the European Union 

flag looks like?  
- Can you identify the flags of all the 

European Member States? 
- Can you mention some of the 24 official 

languages of the European Union? 
- Mention different things that different 

countries are famous for (capital cities, 
famous monuments, traditional food, 
different customs and traditions). 
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Animals Member States Detail (explain during the next session)

All are different but they 
all live together around 
the oak tree.

There are 27 different 
Member States in the 
European Union, which 
together have around 
500 million citizens and 
24 official languages. 

While they remain 
different, they form 
one single group in 
Europe. They share their 
fundamental freedoms 
and common values. 

Fundamental freedoms: Free movement of 
people, objects, services and capital (The Single 
Market). Every citizen of the European Union can 
travel, live, work, study or retire in the Member 
State of his/her choice and will be treated the 
same as the citizens of that country with regards 
to work, social security and tax. 

Values: Respect towards dignity and human 
rights, freedom, equality, democracy, rule of 
law, and solidarity (the Charter of Fundamental 
Rights of the EU).

Within the European Union, all forms of 
discrimination on the basis of gender, sexual 
orientation, race, ethnic or social origin, facial 
features, language, religion or belief, political 
ideas or other opinions, minorities, property, 
birth, disability or age are prohibited.   

20 Member States of the European Union use 
a common currency – the Euro. The coins of 1, 2, 
5, 10, 20 and 50 cents, €1 and €2 have a common 
side for all the Member States using the euro, 
while each Member State has the country’s 
symbols on the other side of the coins.

Work together to address 
common problems. 

Every animal uses its 
own skills and abilities 
for the common good.

Together they address 
common challenges 
which would be much 
more difficult to solve on 
their own.   

This is achieved through common rules and 
regulations, funds and cooperation in sectors 
such as the environment, security, immigration, 
jobs, health and education. 

It is not the first time that, following 
natural disasters, such as earthquakes or 
floods, Member States help each other by 
providing personnel, supplies and equipment. 
For example, this is what happened when the 
Covid-19 pandemic hit the European continent 
and the world. 

How can these different countries work together as one 
group? What do they have in common? 

Like the animals in the story:
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Information about the European Union 

What are the common and fundamental values within the European Union? 
Any European country interested in joining the European Union must embrace a number of 
fundamental values:
• Respect towards dignity and human rights: every person has the right to be treated in a 

dignified way, does not suffer discrimination on the basis of gender, race or ethnic origin, 
religion or belief, age or sexual orientation. Besides, every EU citizen has the right to personal 
data protection, and the right of access to justice. 

• Freedom: the citizens of the European Union are free to move, work, live or study in any 
Member State of their choice. Their rights related to private life, freedom of expression, and 
religion, amongst others, are protected. 

• Democracy – each country within the European Union has to be democratic, meaning that the 
governments have to be elected by the citizens who have the legal right to vote. EU citizens can 
also vote in the elections for the European Parliament.  

• Equality – all citizens are equal before the law and have the right to equal protection of the 
law without discrimination. Gender equality is fundamental for the European Union.

• Order (Rule of Law) – whatever the European Union does has to be based on the principles 
found in its Treaties and agreed upon by the Member States. Laws and justice are safeguarded 
by the courts, both those of the individual Member States as well as those of the Court of 
Justice of the European Union. The rules and regulations of the European Union have to be 
adhered to by all the Member States. 

• Solidarity – the common challenges faced by the Member States can be overcome successfully 
only if we work together to find common solutions. This was the vision of Robert Schuman for 
the European project.   

What do the Member States work for?
• To promote peace, fundamental values and equality. 
• To protect freedom, security and justice for all citizens.  
• To ensure a good quality of life of citizens through education, secure jobs, health and 

environment. 
• Make sure that citizens do not suffer social exclusion and discrimination. 
• The strengthening of the economic, social and territorial cohesion amongst them. 
• Respect their rich cultural and linguistic diversity. 
• Build an economic and monetary union with the help of a common currency – the Euro. 
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The Institutional Structure of the European Union 
Since the setting up of the European Economic Community, the Member States agreed on 
administrative and legislative systems for the European Union to be able to work efficiently to 
reach its objectives. 

The main institutions of the European Union are the European Commission, the European 
Parliament and the Council of the European Union. 

The European Commission is the executive arm of the European Union. It is made up of a 
President and a Commissioner from each Member State who work for the interests of the 
Union and not those of the individual Member States. Each Commissioner is responsible for a 
particular policy area.

The main role of the Commission is to propose legislation to the European Parliament and the 
Council, in line with the Treaties. The Treaties define the areas of competence in which laws can 
be adopted. The underlying principles here are those of proportionality and subsidiarity. The 
principle of subsidiarity ensures that the European Union only takes action when this is deemed 
more effective than national action. The principle of proportionality requires that the European 
Union only takes action that does not exceed what is necessary to reach the aims established in 
the Treaties. 

National parliaments and authorities are responsible to implement EU decisions in the 
respective Member States. 

The European Commission is responsible to supervise the implementation of the laws and 
policies adopted by the Parliament and the Council and the correct spending of the allocated 
budget of the Union. 

The Commission coordinates cooperation between Member States while it represents the 
European Union with third countries, for example in terms of commercial agreements. 

The European Parliament is the institution which represents directly the citizens of the European 
Union and is made up of 705 Members elected by the citizens every five years in elections held 
in all the Member States. The Members of the European Parliament belong to different political 
groups, and the work is carried out in different committees according to different sectors. 

The number of chairs allocated to each Member State depends on the population. For example, 
Germany has 96 chairs whereas Malta has 6. 
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The main role of the European Parliament is to adopt laws together with the Council of the 
European Union. It also serves as a watchdog on the European Commission and has the power to 
approve or reject a new European Commission and the budget of the Union. 

The Council of the European Union, referred to also as the Council of Ministers, is regarded as the 
voice of the Member States. The Council is made up of different groups of Ministers depending on 
their portfolio within the respective national government. 

The Council approves laws and the budget of the European Union, and it coordinates work 
between the Member States in different sectors.   

The Council of the European Union does not have an individual President but is led by one of the 
Member States which coordinates and leads the work of the Council for a period of six months. 
Different Ministers of the Member State holding the Presidency lead the meetings for particular 
sectors.  

Malta held the Presidency of the Council of the European Union between January and June 2017.

Apart from these main institutions, the Heads of States or Governments of the Member States meet 
as the European Council at least four times every year. During these meetings, leaders give political 
direction to the European Union, mostly on important challenges and long-term strategies for the 
Union.
 
Another institution is the Court of Justice of the European Union.  Judges decide when Member 
States do not follow the laws of the Union and give recommendations to the national courts of the 
Member States about the correct application of Union laws. 

The European Central Bank is the central bank of the 20 European Union countries which have 
adopted the Euro as their currency. Its main task is to maintain price stability by making sure 
that inflation remains low, stable and predictable. The Bank also contributes to the safety and 
soundness of European banks.

The Court of Auditors of the European Union supervises the correct spending of European Union 
finances.

The European Union - What it is and what it does
Learning Corner
Europe in 12 lessons
50 ways forward - Europe's best successes
The European story - 60 years of shared progress

Get to know more :

https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/eu-what-it-is/en/
https://europa.eu/learning-corner/home_en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/a5ba73c6-3c6a-11e8-b5fe-01aa75ed71a1
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/7aab79a4-0a9f-400a-8ae1-8ab4e2c2a865
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/8b92b570-ffe5-11e6-8a35-01aa75ed71a1
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